
 

 
309 La Trobe Street, Melbourne VIC 3000 Australia 
T +61 3 9640 0646   F +61 3 9642 5652 
ranzcp@ranzcp.org   www.ranzcp.org 
ABN 68 000 439 047 

 

15 March 2024 
 
Hon Mark Butler MP 
Minister for Health and Aged Care 
Australian Federal Government 
 
By email to: minister.butler@health.gov.au 
 
Dear Minister Butler, 
 
Together, we represent thousands of psychiatrists across every state and territory in Australia.   
 
We are writing to you to express our deep concern about the chronic and severe psychiatry 
workforce shortage in Australia, and the impact this has on our patients.   
  
Every year, one in five Australians will experience a mental health condition, and almost half of 
Australians will experience mental ill-health in their lifetime. Mental ill-health touches the lives of 
every Australian. 
 
However, too many people cannot get the help they need. Australians are waiting too long, or 
worse, going without, vital mental health care services and support.  
 
When Australians hold out their hand for help, it’s the workforce that’s there to meet them.   
Without the workforce, hospitals are just buildings and clinics are just rooms. 
  
In your own words: “Comprehensive mental health reform is contingent on having an 
available workforce.”  
 
We are calling for urgent and sustainable investment to grow the psychiatry workforce to meet 
the mental health needs of every Australian.  
 
We must:  

• Attract more people to a career in psychiatry  
• Train enough high-quality practitioners, and   
• Retain the current workforce by preventing burnout   

 
This must be underpinned by high quality national data that tells us what is needed, where, 
when and how.    
 
We write to you from the front-line of this crisis, asking for help, and ready to be part of the 
solution.   
 
Help us, help you.  
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Dr Elizabeth Moore  
President, Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP) 
 
Dr Astha Tomar 
President-elect, RANZCP  
 
Dr Angelo Virgona 
Chair, RANZCP New South Wales Branch 
 
Dr Simon Stafrace 
Chair, RANZCP Victorian Branch 
 
Dr Brett Emmerson 
Chair, RANZCP Queensland Branch 
 
Dr Patrick Clarke 
Chair, RANZCP South Australian Branch 
 
Dr David Chapman 
Chair, RANZCP Northern Territory Branch 
 
Dr Michael Verheggen 
Chair, RANZCP Western Australian Branch 
 
Dr Denise Riordan  
Chair, RANZCP Australian Capital Territory Branch 
 
Dr Ben Elijah 
Chair, RANZCP Tasmanian Branch 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Additional signatories 
 
Dr Folorunso Oyekan 
Dr Darshan Trivedi 
Dr Stanley Catts  
Dr Vineet Juneja 
Dr Biji Kuriakose 
Dr Giulia Pace 
Dr Andrew Khoo 
Dr Leo Chen 
Dr Timothy Cheng 
Dr Melissa Lowe 
A/Prof Andrew Carroll 
Dr Anne Stark 
Dr Joanne Sargeant 
Dr Richard Allison 
Dr Brian McKenny 
A/Prof John V. Basson 
Dr Rebecca Hill 
Dr Anna Lee 
Dr Danielle Cha  
Dr Adrianna Thomas 
Dr Lisa Miller 
Dr Raiz Ismail 
Dr Anthony Dinesh 
Dr Priyani Ratnayake 
Dr Michael Schirripa 
Prof Jackie Curtis 
Dr Kim Futcher 
Dr Andrew Parkin 
Dr Joy Koehler 
Dr Lauren Taylor 
Dr Arun Subramaniam 
Dr Ian Navin 
A/Prof Anne Sved 
Williama 
Dr Therese Grotowski  
Dr Radhika Chikramane 
Dr Shyamasree Dutta 
Dr Mohita Choudhary 
Dr Dinesh Sinnaduray 
Dr Sasha Roytowski 
Dr Shelukumar Shah 
Dr Vinesh Gupta 
Dr Ajay Vijayakrishnan 
Dr Nabil Chherawala 
Dr Natasha Williams 
Dr Sara Buten 
Dr Ian McCracken 
Dr Seema Padencheri 
Dr Nicholas Frawley 

Dr Emma Gilbert 
Dr Katherine Kelly 
Dr Helen Williams 
Dr David Hines 
Dr Jatinder Bains 
Dr Rajneesh Singh 
Dr Lucy Thurman-
Bornefeldf 
Dr Anna Cooksley 
Dr Judith Keith  
Dr Chris Carter 
Dr Quentin Black 
Dr Vinita Bansal 
Dr Alison Moffatt 
Dr Yael Levy 
Dr Shail Chaturvedi  
Dr Tuni Bhattacharyya 
Dr Shane Gill 
Dr Sim Gulati 
Dr Bahman Zarrabi 
Dr Alana Rowick 
Dr Andrew Pethebridge 
Dr Rajeev Jairam 
Dr Aparna Laddipeerla 
Dr Neelya Agalawatta 
Dr Dan Short 
Dr Ramakrishna 
Bhavanishankar 
Dr C Yan 
Dr Dianne Grocott  
Dr Pramudie Gunaratne 
Dr Sonia Kumar 
Dr Ann Potter 
Dr Laura Wigg 
Dr Randip Kaur 
Dr Catherine Franklin 
Dr Alice Dwyer 
Dr Simon Jones  
Dr Michael Peck 
Dr Rob Ferris  
Dr Dom Baetens 
Dr Sarath Attanayake  
Dr Fatma Lowden 
Dr Joanna Skommer 
Dr Rachel Kovac 
Dr Krish Gunesh  
Dr Alexandra Waxmann 
Dr Varuni de Silva 
Dr Sophie Price 

Dr Adele Jackson 
Dr Shameera Rehman  
Dr Michael Gardner 
Dr Ben Smith 
Dr Emily O'Brien 
Dr Stephen McManis 
Dr Isabelle Feijo 
Dr Lucy Sheppeard 
Dr Ian Thorburn 
Dr Irina Majumder 
Dr Gordon Hyde 
Dr Kyle Hoath 
Dr Karishma Kulkarni 
Doctor Fiona Hawker 
Dr E Kate Wills 
Dr Luiza Cornelia 
Gheorghiu 
Dr Pamela Cooke 
Dr Liam Ramsey 
Dr Joshua Flavell 
Dr Carolyn Stoney 
Dr Sid Williams 
Dr Robert May 
Dr Alexander Tait 
Dr James Zurek  
Dr Rakesh Khanna 
A/Prof Mat Coleman 
Dr Minju Sajith 
Dr Sarah Taylor 
Dr Anusha Saxena 
Dr Annie Parsons 
Dr Paul Hosking 
A/Prof Stephen Parker 
Dr Rob Mathunni 
Dr Jacinta Powell 
Dr Nir Nachmani Major 
Dr Daniel Pellen  
Dr Cameron Donnet 
Dr Aaron Groves 
Dr Geevarghese 
Vayalirakkathu 
Dr Ponni Palaniappan 
Dr Robin Haig 
Dr Rhoanna McNeill 
Dr Carmel Peavey 
Dr Andrea Boros-Lavack 
Dr Jacques Esterhuizen 
Dr Carla Pisaneschi 
Dr Brahmesh Goyal 



 

Dr Alison Saunders 
Dr Yara Khedr 
Dr Michael Batterham 
Dr Dermot Brennan 
Dr Victor Lau 
Dr Alagappa Arumugam 
AM  
Dr Neil Hucker 
Dr William Zhou 
Dr Chris Randall 
Dr Manohar D’Souza 
Dr Sophie Burke 
Dr Praveen Das 
Dr Pravin Dullur  
Dr Robyn Bradley 
Dr Peter Mackley 
Dr Scott Clark 
Dr Raj Choudhary 
Dr Nina Zimmerman 
Dr Judith Craig 
Dr Johanna Pollock 
Dr Linda Barron  
Dr Catherine Torning 
Dr Matthew Barton 
Prof David Coghill 
Dr Daniel Burton 
Dr Marta Morawiecka 
Dr Ratna Ratna   
Dr Geoffrey Bradshaw 
Dr Lilian Zou 
Dr Francesca Valmorbida 
McSteen 
Dr Susan Pavey 
Dr Maria Galicer 
Dr Pamela van de Hoef 
Dr Aaron Wiggins 
Dr Iris Minkiewicz 
Dr Tara Bull 
Dr Angela Lee 
Dr Padmini Howpage 
Dr Bryan Lee 
Dr Justine Schelle 
Dr Gary Galambos 
Dr Karthik Modem 
Dr Sujaya Sringeri 
Dr Stuti Jindal 
Dr Terry Chong 
Dr Lana Kossoff 
Dr Ilina Agarwal  
Dr Soumitra Das 
Dr Ahmed Zakareia 

Dr Sarah Michael 
Dr Joanne Tay 
Dr Bhaswati 
Bhattacharyya 
Dr Irene Manso 
Dr Kathy Nguyen 
Dr Babangida Tiyatiye 
Dr Kieran Allen 
Dr Tanya Devadason 
Dr Terry Cook 
Dr Victoria Jackson 
Dr Peter Furze 
Dr Eli Rafalowicz 
Dr Madeleine Julian 
Dr Killian Ashe 
Dr Andreja Vuchkov 
Dr Alex Jasper 
Prof Rebecca Anglin 
Dr Michael Scott 
Dr Catherine Hercus 
Dr Nicole Melidonis 
Dr Brook Burchgart 
Dr Rowan Davidson 
Dr Rahul Khanna 
Dr Chris Jablonski 
Dr Sarah Talbot  
Dr Susan Waite 
Dr Francesca Parisella 
Dr Helen Branson 
Dr Essam Sarhan 
Dr Maryam Aghdaee 
Dr Kevin Vaughan 
Dr Collin McDonnel  
Dr Aidan Jones-Murphy 
A/Prof K. Oliver Schubert 
Dr Amy Tedja 
Dr Sana Pathan 
Dr Abhijith Krishna 
Dr Robert Karoly 
A/Prof Salam Hussain 
Dr Vijayalakshmi 
Gopalakrishnan 
Dr Ava Carter 
Dr Asha Juniper 
A/Prof Robert Parker 
Dr Kathryn Drew 
A/Prof Anthony Korner 
Dr Jeremi Runyan 
A/Prof Jonathan Lane 
Dr Sandip Anand 
Dr Chris Branson 

Dr Erin Redmond 
Dr Justine Ellis 
Dr Natalya Godbold 
Dr Melissa White 
Dr Jessica Lowe 
Dr Yvonne White 
Dr Michael Bloom 
Dr Nabilah Islam 
Dr Theekshna De Silva 
Dr Basanth Kenchaiah 
Dr Angela Ryan 
Dr Jacqueline Huber 
Dr Hilary Watt 
Dr Michael Diamond 
Dr Frances Wilson 
Dr Thomas John  
Dr Angela Pahuja 
Dr Aparna Menon 
Dr Melanie Blenkin 
Dr Biju Rajan  
Dr Rohini Vasudevan 
Prof Alexander McFarlane 
Dr Jacqueline Rakov 
Dr Shail Chaturvedi 
Dr James Tronc 
Dr Arpita Ray 
Dr Philip Roy 
Dr Ashish Vaikyl  
Dr Bruce Batagol 
Dr Ram Ganapathy 
Dr Gerald Chew 
Dr Suresh Goriparti 
Dr Melissa Greve 
Dr Richard Gray  
Dr Alvin Loh 
Dr Asvini Nagarajah 
Dr Ben Green 
Dr Peter Wurth  
Dr Simon Kimberley 
Dr Michael Davie 
Dr Dev Lakshmanan 
Dr Curtis Gray 
Dr Matthew Ritson 
Dr Sarah Reilly 
Prof Kimberlie Dean 
Dr Kate Lindsay   
Dr Michael Maloney 
Dr Susan Roberts 
Dr Barbara Malmgren 
Dr Peter Goh 
Dr Eileen Tay 



 

Dr Vikas Garg 
Dr M Nepal 
Dr Bridget Warnes 
Dr Katharine McAlpine 
Dr Anila Jacob 
Dr Karuppiah 
Jagadheesan 
Dr Kerri Eagle 
Dr Peter Ross 
Dr Stephen Elliott 
Dr Stephanie Lorimer 
Dr Joy Herron 
Dr Franco (Emanuele 
Francesco) Giarraputo 
Dr Christina Matthews 
Dr Michael Weightman 
Dr Marishka Shah 
Dr Sarah Hutton 
Dr Fiona Based 
Dr Gordana Jovanova  
Dr Joel Killey 
Dr Beverley Turnet 
Dr Larissa Grund 
Dr Briony Willcocks 
Dr Tsz Chun Keith Kwan 
Dr Moghamad Schrueder 
Dr Michael Smith 
Dr Adaobi Udechuku 
Dr Revanthi Injeti 
Dr Rhonda Buskell 
Dr Allison Werner 
Dr Teresa Flower 
Prof Richard Harvey 
Dr Neil Cock 
Dr Chien Young Ng 
Dr Nilumi Ziffer 
Dr Candice Gliksman 
Dr Amy Rooke 
Dr Ben Newham 
A/Prof Harry Minas 
Dr Gabrielle Ormiston 
Dr Adrian Cheng 
A/Prof Loyola McLean 
Dr David Thomas 
Dr Doug Wilson 
Dr Melissa Renzenbrink 
Dr Adam But 
Dr Manish Anand 
Dr Mark Hall 
Dr Jordan White 
Dr Joanna Bakas 

Dr Hannah Cross 
Dr Gabby Touyz 
Dr Thomas Eckert  
Dr Sylvia Lim-Gibson 
Dr Kym Jenkins 
Dr Tolulope Fajumi 
Dr Dhaval Dani 
Dr Katherine Mullin 
Dr Lauren Malouf 
Dr Kumudu Rathnayaka 
Dr Yolisha Singh  
A/Prof Philip Tune 
Dr Nina Lees 
Dr Tajinder Singh 
Dr Michelle Fryer 
Dr Sanjay Sinha 
Dr Jacob Alexander 
Dr Jennifer Babb 
Dr Ayodhya Malalagama 
Dr Matilda Brown 
Dr Fatma Abdelmalek 
Prof Nicholas Keks AM 
Dr Sivasankaran 
Balaratnasingam 
Dr Taggart Lidbury 
Dr Mareco Hutchinson 
Dr Kim Maguire 
Dr Eva Chin 
Dr Rebecca Grant 
Dr Alison McColl 
Dr Rajeev Kumar 
Dr Sonali de Sylva 
A/Prof John Kasinathan 
Dr Joe Alemkunnpuzha 
Varghese 
Prof Anne Buist 
Dr Alicia Cox A/Prof Caryl 
Barnes 
Dr Andrew Beckwith 
Dr Noel Wilton 
A/Prof Scott Harden 
Prof Sloane Madden 
Dr Catherine Mason 
Dr Maria Kiang 
Dr Ihab Soliman 
Dr Emile Gavey 
Dr Benjamin Gornall 
Dr Pooja Shetty 
Prof Matthew Large 
Dr Jennifer Harrison Dr 
Maryssa Portelli 

Dr Ramu Gopal Tulasi 
Dr David Fenn 
Dr Catherine Faehrmann 
Dr Jagdeep Sachdev 
Dr Karen Gaunson 
Dr Sharon Crabbe 
Dr Sarah Mackay 
Dr Andrew Jackson 
Dr Kevin Vaughan 
Dr Samir Ibrahim 
Dr Roxy Tsui 
Dr Naveen Allha  
A/Prof Scott Clark 
Dr Jennifer Harris 
Dr Azlina Abu Baker 
Dr Prachi Brahmbhatt 
Dr George Evans 
Dr Rachel Allet 
Dr Michelle Atchison  
Dr Ramdoss 
Dakshinamoorthy 
Dr Monica Vogiatzis 
Dr Anand Swamy 
Dr Laura Learson 
Dr Julie Simes-Phillipps 
Dr George Foster 
Dr Helen Chesterman 
Dr Sumitra Shankar 
Dr Richard Curnow 
Dr Gabriel Feiler 
Dr Silver Budd 
Dr Liam Nalder 
Dr James Capps  
Dr Peter O’Keefe 
Dr Callum Deakin 
Dr Huw Davie 
Dr Kenley Kuoch 
Dr Allan Mawdsley 
Dr Matilda Mackay-Sim 
Dr Sharon Chua 
Dr Liam Hackett  
Dr Penny Golding 
Dr Carmen Nayer 
Dr James Nahamkes 
Dr Jennifer Lockwood 
Dr Les Koopowitz 
Dr Mark Barnes  
Prof Brian Draper 
Dr Zhiyu Peng 
Dr Craig Raeside 
Dr Michelle Hellyer 



 

Dr Deval Patel 
Dr Frank New 
Dr Veronica Stanganelli 
Dr Katie Lupke 
Dr Panayiotis Tyllis 
Ms Saumiya 
Seshakumaran 
Dr Albert Matti 
A/Prof Nicola Warren 
Dr Abigail Lane 
Dr Ashish Rana 
Dr Jimsie Cutbush 
Dr Linda Allen  
Dr Lewis Robinson 
Dr John McIntyre 
Dr Natasha Finlay 
Dr Sarah Thomas 
Dr Katherine Moss  
Dr Burnett Kann 
Dr Agnew Vayalirakkathu 
Dr Dominique Hannah 
Prof Philip Morris 
Dr Taryn Cowain 
Dr Hazlin Lockman 
Dr Jacinda White 
Dr Derek Johns 
Dr John Slaughter 
Dr Hannah Galloway 
Dr Marion Drennan 
Dr Paul Cadzow 
Dr Annelies Lamote 

Prof David Crompton 
OAM 
Dr Prabal Kar 
Dr Dagmar Hlincikova  
Dr Claire McAllister 
Dr Cornelia Ciesla 
Dr Ashley BondadDr 
Kathy Watson 
Dr Andrew Robinson 
Dr Nicole Brown 
Dr Suzanne koh 
A/Prof Chanaka Wijeratne 
Dr Lucinda Smith 
Dr Yin-Lan Soon  
Dr Daphne Law 
Dr Jayakrishnan Nair 
Dr Christopher Hodgson 
Dr Arvind Kendurkar 
Dr Kirsten Dukes 
Dr Alinie Guerreiro 
Dr Rohan Francis-Taylor 
Dr Lajja Barot 
Dr Johannes Van den 
Bos 
Dr Anushul Khichy 
Dr Mark Ryan 
Dr Jeremy Pan  
Dr Humaira Khaleeq  
Dr Conor O'Luanaigh 
Dr Julian Kelman 
Dr Shruthi Upadhyaya 

Dr Christine Jackson 
Dr Krystal Dixon  
Dr Joey Le 
Dr Sheetal Natha 
Dr Ena Liew 
Dr Lorelle Drew  
Dr Ann Brennan 
A/Prof Hieu Pham 
Dr Christopher Canaris 
Dr Sarah Steele  
Dr Tanni Chowdhury 
Dr Elisabeth Cannon 
Dr Hecham Alhajali 
Dr Robert Burgess 
Dr Roland Main 
Dr Rodney Blanch 
Dr Joan Haliburn 
A/Prof Danny Sullivan 
Dr Jessica Kuc 
Dr Christopher Vourliotis 
Dr George Rawson 
Dr Rebecca Adams 
Dr Scott Hedley 
Dr Richard Astill  
Dr Thomas Newlyn 
Dr Paul Northway 
Dr Prabneet Reen 

 
 
 
 
 
 


